SENATE POLICY FILE

(All text in red is to be added)
New Policy

Universal Access to Information Technology Resources and Services

1.0
San Diego State University is committed to providing an educational environment that assures comparable access to electronic and information technology for individuals with disabilities.

2.0
The University affirms the Academic Senate Resolution AS-2700-05/FA on Student Access to Academic Information Technology.

3.0
Implementation

3.1
Electronic and information technology services developed by or for an official unit of the university, or its auxiliary organizations, shall be designed to be compatible with and accessible through commonly used assistive technology.  This includes web sites developed by individual employees on University servers and used in support of university services, programs, and courses available to the campus community.  

3.2
Existing web sites (legacy sites) shall be brought into compliance with minimum web accessibility standards.

3.3
Where reasonable, the University shall provide web-based course material that is accessible to all persons regardless of disability.

3.4
The University shall make every effort to assure that vendor-supplied electronic and information technology products and services comply with this accessibility policy.

3.5
The Senior Director for Information Technology/Chief Information Officer, working in conjunction with appropriate committees, shall establish an implementation plan with appropriate timelines and milestones for assuring compliance with executive orders and state and federal laws.  The implementation plan shall include definitions of minimal accessibility standards and be clearly posted on the University’s web site.

4.0
Enforcement

4.1
The Senior Director for Information Technology/Chief Information Officer shall be responsible for web accessibility compliance and training, including the development of a communication plan to educate the campus about the policy.

4.2
Assessment plans and progress reports shall be provided on a regular basis.

4.3
Appropriate sanctions shall be developed, up to and including the shutting down of inaccessible web sites.  No sanctions shall be imposed until notice has been given to the individual or unit responsible for the web site, and shall proceed in accordance with due process.
Additions to Existing Policies

ACADEMICS

Distance Education
3.0
Principles

3.4
Web-based programs and courses shall be consistent with university policy on Universal Access to Information Technology.
4.0
Implementation

4.13d
Ensuring that technology is accessible to students with a variety of sensory and cognitive disabilities,

5.0
Evaluation and Assessment

5.3a
Students are provided adequate access to the range of student services appropriate to support the program, including admissions, financial aid, academic advising, delivery of accessible course materials, assistive technology, and placement and counseling,

FACULTY
Academic Responsibilities

1.0
Audiovisual Materials

1.2
Audiovisual materials, whatever their source (rental, purchase, private collection, guest lecture), shall be legally acquired and shall include captioning whenever possible.

2.0
Course Syllabi:  The syllabus for each course shall describe the course’s purpose, scope and expected student learning outcomes.  In addition, each syllabus shall describe the design, conduct, and grading policies, which may vary by section.  A syllabus shall not bind the instructor to specific details, and the instructor shall retain the right to adjust the course design.  Major departures from the syllabus, however, especially with regard to learning outcomes and grading policies, shall be made only for compelling reasons.

2.1
Instructors shall provide students with access to the syllabus at or before the first class meeting, except when circumstances beyond the control of the instructor prevent such distribution.  Whenever possible, instructors shall post syllabi on individual web sites or learning management systems.
2.2
Instructors shall make available to their department the most recent version of each syllabus.  Departments shall retain and make accessible the most recent versions of syllabi.  Whenever possible, departments shall post syllabi on department web sites.
3.0
In order to facilitate universal access to instructional materials:

3.1
Instructors shall endeavor to order textbooks, course readers, and other required instructional materials on or before the deadline established by the campus bookstore, and definitely no later than six weeks in advance of the beginning of the academic term.

3.2
Whenever possible, departments and schools shall endeavor to order textbooks for classes without assigned instructors on or before the deadline established by the campus bookstore, and at least six weeks in advance of the beginning of the academic term.

